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a charge, but to the best of my recollection you haven't
given us an inkling of what it's based on.

NURSE: If you'd been willing to have a post-mortem
nothing need have been said till we knew the results of
it. But youVe put me with my back to the wall. Major
Liconda is right. Everyone in this house has treated me
with the gieatest consideration. I do at least owe it to
them to make no charges that may directly or indirectly
concern them behind their backs.

HARVESTER: Does that mean you want them sent for?

NURSE: Please.

LICONDA: I think it's best. You've been so definite, Nurse
Wayland, that neither Dr. Harvester nor I can keep
the matter to ourselves. However distressing it may be I
think Maurice's family should know what you have to
say.

NURSE: I'm quite prepared to tell them. In point of fact, I
think Mrs. Tabret is just coming.

LICONDA: Where is Stella?

HARVESTER: Do you want her, too?

LICONDA: I think it's better.

HARVESTER: m see if I can find her.

LICONDA: I believe she's in Maurice's room.

[HARVESTER goes out.

NURSE: Don't judge me till youVe heard all I have to say,
Major Liconda.

LICONDA: [With a certain severity.] Miss Wayland, I happen
to be a very old friend of the Tabrets and deeply attached
to Mrs. Tabret. I regret that you should think it your
duty at this moment of all others to add to their great
sorrow. I can only hope that you will be shown not to
have been justified.

NURSE: In that case you will have good reason to throw me
out of the house, bag and baggage*